
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

    
    
    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The result of the struggle is always uncertain, the  promised joy oft ending in pain and sorrow. 

The object may have to be sacrificed, to start over from scratch. Such is the high price of 

creation. 

“ I love the relentless to and fro movement of the saw, like the regular paces of the hillwalker. 

Total concentration, total isolation from distracti on, the least mistake could mean disaster.”  

(Claire Wolfstirn referring to her “Franges” line). 

“My flame strokes the surface of the metal, making i t come alive. By mastering the subtle 

differences in temperature, I control the liquid an d semi-liquid phases to blend silver with 

yellow, white or rose gold.  A rise in temperature, a lapse of concentration and the flame bites 

mercilessly into the object… and into my soul. And back to the bench.”  (Karen Gay) 

Press Release 

Twelve women mastering metalTwelve women mastering metalTwelve women mastering metalTwelve women mastering metal: Hemma G. Artigues, Costanza, Hélène Courtaigne 

Delalande, Florence Croisier, Sophie Fruit, Karen Gay, Ann Gérard, Ulrike Hofmann, Yannick 

Mur, Laurence Oppermann, Agathe Saint-Girons  and Claire Wolfstirn. 

Whether stretching, sawing and stamping, or weaving, filing and hammering, these  twelve women take 
pleasure in challenging the metals they craft. At h er bench, the artist becomes a craftsman, employing 
timeless techniques based on sheer precision gestures humbly passed on from generation to generation, or 
reinvented.  
So the work of art comes into being, often after a long struggle. 

12 women mastering metal12 women mastering metal12 women mastering metal12 women mastering metal    ! ! ! !     
 

Exhibition from Friday 9 February to Saturday 7th April 2007 
 

Press : Thursday 8th February from 3 pm 
Public opening in the evening 

Landmark  :  
Elsa Vanier’s gallery offers an ever-evolving selection of designer jewellery. In addition to permanent 
collections, up to 15 contemporary jewellers and siversmi th display their works at the Gallery’s 
temporary exhibitions.  
 

                                     
     Agathe Saint-Girons                                Karen Gay                                     Yannick Mur                          Claire Wolfstirn 
      Earrings,pink gold          Silver armband with fine gold and stones   Ebony and silver/gold              Gold earrings 


